CMN 3165 -- Winter 2012
Dr. Strangelove
Popular Culture & Communication Mid-Term Projects
(Total 50% value – 50 points)
Participants of Dr. Strangelove’s course will construct a multimedia online research project. In this project you will work in either in teams of 2 to 3 or alone (your choice) to create a video documentary. On your own you will also create your own Wordpress or Tumblr blog. 
Note that all parts of this mid-term must be completed, otherwise a grade of INC will be delivered.
A: Video Documentary (35 points)
Create an eight to ten minute documentary that uses scholarly sources to explain an aspect of popular culture. You must define your research project and submit via e-mail a written proposal to michael@strangelove.com no later than January 27. 
Due February 17 (before midnight).
Pay close attention to the following criteria:
1. If you work in a team one grade will be given for all team members.
2. Create a YouTube or Vimeo channel or use an existing one and post your video to the channel. 
3. Loss of a project due to hard drive failure or any other form of data loss will result in a deduction of 10 points for this project. There is NO acceptable excuse for data loss. Keep multiple backups in various locations in case of fire, theft, or other tragic events.
4. Do not ask Dr. Strangelove for technical help, instructions on how to use YouTube, make a video, or upload a video – all these details are available on the Internet and on YouTube. 
5. Do not wait until the last minute to edit, render, or upload your video only to discover that there are technical issues or things that you do not know. Any failure to meet the deadline will cost a 25% reduction in the project’s grade. 
6. To submit your completed documentary, upload your video to YouTube or Vimeo and integrate (embed) it into your blog (see part B below). It must be properly embedded (with a preview image, not just as a link). Then send the blog location link via e-mail to michael@strangelove.com on or before the due date. Include the full names of all team members in the e-mail. 
7. Your video will be evaluated on the basis of creative execution, technical quality, and critical content. In other words, you must present your ideas in an interesting and creative fashion, take reasonable measures to produce a good product, and include an critical point of view which gives your video substantial pedagogical value (could it be shown to university students without wasting their time?). Keep in mind I am not expecting technical excellence. I am expecting that an effort will be made to make something that looks and sounds good.
8. You may use humour. You may be serious, but you must be interesting and informative.
9. Include five (5) slides in your video that present a quote, data, or a paraphrase.

10. On YouTube give your video a descriptive title (not “CMN3165 project”). 
11. Use the description feature of YouTube or Vimeo to provide a detailed description of the video’s subject.
12. You may use music, sounds, spoken word, still images, pirated (appropriated) material, and still images (‘slides’), BUT your video must be more than just a compilation of other people’s videos. I am looking for a reasonable amount of original material from you. Do not make a music video and avoid using commercial (copyrighted) music. If YouTube rejects your video you will need to reedit it and upload it again or upload it to Vimeo.
13. Ensure that the sound levels are even throughout your production. If you use a variety video and sound clips, they should not leave the listener reaching for the volume control to adjust uneven sound quality. Most video editors have the capability of adjusting sound levels of each clip (‘normalizing’) within your production. 
14. Create a DOCUMENTARY page on your blog. In your blog’s DOCUMENTARY page provide a detailed description of your documentary’s content and a bibliography that documents all the sources that you used.
15. Your video should reflect considerable research into academic research related to your subject. You must cite no less than ten different scholarly publications in your documentary. Pay close attention to Dr. Strangelove's instructions (delivered in a class lecture) on how to cite sources within your video documentary.
16.  Be certain that all individuals of your video sign release forms (available on the course web site). 
B: Create a Research Blog (15 points)
Due 10 April 2012.
The blog will contain commentary on class lectures and/or readings and a video introduction to your research project. 
One blog per person, one entry per week.
Failure to follow any of the requirements below will incur a minimum 10% penalty per omission.
Your blog must contain the following:
A) Three Pages
1. HOME: the page where you post blog entries 
2. ABOUT: Here you will include a 2 minute (minimum) VIDEO description of your project and a brief WRITTEN biography of each team member (DUE Jan 27).
3. DOCUMENTARY: Here you will include your video commentary and your bibliography.
Note that these pages in your blog must be separate sections in your blog, and not just another blog entry. Thus your blog platform or template MUST enable the creation of pages. Both Wordpress and Tumblr blogging platforms allow page creation.
B) Class Notes
Your blog must contain at least eleven entries posted to your blog on eleven separate weeks. Each entry must be at least three hundred words long. Blog entries may be in the form of video blogs two or more minutes long.
Each blog entry must summarize a class lecture and/or reflect on course readings and/or reflect on an in-class discussion. 
C) Video Introduction
Film a two minute (minimum) introduction that describes your research project. Embed the video on the ABOUT page of your blog. This is DUE Jan 27. E-mail Dr. Strangelove with a link to your video introduction on your blog on Jan 27. 
Further Instructions:
1. Register with Wordpress.com, Tumblr.com or another free blogging site and create a new blog. You may use any blogging platform that enables you to create multiple pages. You may use a blog from a previous class (ensure that you categorize the postings so Dr. Strangelove knows which ones are for this course). 
2. If your use Wordpress, you must change the blog’s tagline ‘Another Wordpress Blog’ that comes with your blog. See SETTINGS, GENERAL, then the Tagline field. 
3. You must give your blog an informative name and tagline. In Wordpress see SETTINGS, GENERAL, then the Blog Title and Tagline fields.
4. Your ABOUT page must have your full name. DO NOT put your student numbers, addresses, or phone numbers in your blog. Blog safely.
5. Send the blog location link via e-mail to michael@strangelove.com on or before the due date. Include your full name and the course code members in the e-mail. 
Produce something that you are proud of – your names go on your blog.
Other Details
Course Website: http://www.strangelove.com/videos/
Professor’s E-mail: Michael@Strangelove.com
Video Production Release Form
1.
I hereby declare that I am not under the age of eighteen (18) years.
2.       This is to confirm that I give my permission to [INSERT YOUR NAME HERE] to use the photographs, moving pictures and sounds she has taken of me for her video currently entitled ________________. They may be published on YouTube or elsewhere by [INSERT YOUR NAME HERE], her nominee or her clients for any purpose whatsoever. I grant perpetual use in all media.
Students of Dr. Strangelove's classes, the University of Ottawa, and the instructor, Dr. Strangelove, accept no responsibility for any injuries that occur during the filming of the Documentary Video.
 
 
Name  (print)
__________________________________________________________
Address
__________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________
Telephone (      )___________________________________________________
Signature
__________________________________________________________

Date

__________________________________________________________


